. Assignments of the DRIFT spectra (observed maxima) of doped microspheres, dried at room temperature. Deconvolution of the DRIFT spectra in the 2500-3500 cm -1 and 700-1500 cm -1 regions:
The spectral deconvolutions were performed by a non-linear least squares fitting method, using the peak fitting module of OriginPro 7.0. Gaussian and Lorentzian profiles were assumed for different components. No restrictions were imposed on the band positions and widths. The band positions were confirmed by the second derivative of the spectra. The best fits were obtained with χ 2 ≈10 -6 and correlation coefficient of 0.999.
Fig. S1
. Deconvolution of the DRIFT spectra of glycerol and of the dried samples in the region 2500-3500 cm -1 : νCH glycerol components (blue); νCH MTES components (magenta); νOH components (black).
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Wavenumber / cm -1 Fig. S2 . Deconvolution of the DRIFT spectra of selected dried samples in the region 700-1500 cm -1 : glycerol components (blue); MTES components (magenta); SiO components (black). 
